It is proposed that we should confine ourselves strictly to the question of treatment, and therefore I shall only touch on the pathology and etiology of the subject in so far as they have a direct bearing on the question of treatment.
For the sake of convenience we may consider the question under two heads?
1. The treatment of varicose veins, as such. 2 . Their treatment when complicated by phlebitis 01* thrombosis, or both.
The question as to whether a varicose vein can ever be cured in the strict sense of the word will, of course, depend largely on the extent of the changes which have taken place in its wall.
In the later stages, when fibrous cicatricial material has replaced the muscular and elastic constituents, it is hardly possible that real cure can happen. It In addition to what has already been said, the chief contraindication to operative treatment is the thrombosis of the deep venae comites which accompany the tibial vessels. This happens occasionally from injury to the leg, and is evidenced by deep pain in the calf and oedema of the foot. In these cases the blood from the leg and foot must return by the superficial veins, which, of course, must not be touched.
There may also be certain constitutional conditions present, such as gout, heart disease, etc., which contra-indicate operation. 
